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NEWS RELEASE

Date: 30 September 2011

MOD’s tri service Tutor fleet safety upgrade programme completed ahead of schedule and to budget
Gama Engineering Ltd today completed the major avionics upgrade to the MOD’s fleet of Grob 115E Tutor elementary training aircraft. 

Gama Engineering (formerly known as Lees Avionics Ltd) today announced the completion, both ahead of schedule and on budget, of the contract awarded to them by Babcock International Group to upgrade 93 Grob 115E Tutor elementary training aircraft on behalf of the Ministry of Defence, serving with the Royal Air Force, Army Air Corp, Fleet Air Arm. 
Modifications to the Tutor training fleet included the installation of the Avidyne TAS600 traffic advisory system and a Sandel electronic horizontal situation indicator. These two avionic enhancements provide for a significant improvement and assist pilots with situational awareness and collision avoidance. 

Babcock placed the modification package with Gama Engineering, who undertook the work at its sister company’s Gama Support Services secure facilities at Farnborough.  Modifications on the first of 93 Tutors commenced in January 2011 and were due to be completed this December.
‘’We have benefited from excellent support and co-operation of the numerous Tutor flying units spread throughout the United Kingdom. They have managed to keep up with our accelerated implementation of the modification programme, which was achieved through the support of our Farnborough based, EASA part 145 accredited sister company Gama Support Services.’’ said Nigel Smith, Avionics Project Manager for Gama Engineering Ltd.
‘’The Gama Group has had a long, productive and close relationship with the MOD in particular’’ said Marwan Khalek, CEO, Gama Group (of Aerospace Companies). ‘’Our partnership with Babcock  in supporting the UK Military Flying Training System (MFTS) programme to date, has already delivered significant savings and we have successfully completed the avionics modification programme well ahead of schedule. Critically we have delivered significantly improved levels of flight safety. We now look forward to the outcome of the next phase of the MFTS programme, where we have once again teamed up with Babcock, in a consortium led by BAE Systems to continue to support the fixed-wing training needs for the next-generation of Britain’s military pilots.’’
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Group Captain Dave Lee, OC 1 EFTS, RAF Cranwell is taken through the major avionics upgrades to the MoD’s Tutor fleet by Babcock Company Pilot, Captain Peter Gooding 
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The Gama Engineering Tutor avionics upgrade facility, inside the famous ‘black shed’ at Farnborough
About Gama Engineering
Gama Engineering affords a comprehensive design, certification, maintenance, repair, overhaul and modification service for fixed and rotor wing  aircraft operators, fully validated by both our EASA/FAR part 145 approval status in addition to our full turn-key EASA Part 21J design and Part 21G manufacturing services.

Established at Fairoaks Airport, near Heathrow, serving you from our exclusive and dedicated hangars and workshops, where we have recently combined the services and expertise of Lees Avionics and the former Mann Aviation Group Engineering to form Gama Engineering Ltd. 

Gama Engineering is committed to proactively supporting aircraft and helicopter operators' transition their fleets to both the next generation of avionics and the latest offerings in cabin management systems and corporate aircraft interiors.
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